The First Home Rule Bill
the poor, uncouth clowns, writhing under his contempt,
would let their dislike of him grow into hatred* Parnell had
as much contempt for his followers as O*Shea had, but he
expressed it in a different fashion* Parnell had the proud
demeanour of an aristocrat: CXShea had only the silly super-
ciliousness of a member of the middle class; and what the
Irish members were willing to endure from a gentleman they
were not prepared to endure from Captain O'Shea*
It was natural, therefore, that when the calamity fell upon
the party, they sought to relieve their feelings by venting some
of their rage on the man who had persistently mocked and
jeered at them* We will do well to remember that the legends
about O'Shea's connivance in his wife's adultery with Parnell
were based chiefly on the fact that those who spread them
intensely disliked him* The legend-makers had, no doubt,
difficulty in believing that what was known to them was not
also known to him, and that it was impossible for Mrs* O'Shea
to bear three children in less than three years to Parnell
without her husband suspecting that he was not the father
of them* But we know enough about mankind to know that
any husband, while ready enough to doubt the fidelity of
another man's wife, is rarely modest enough to admit that
his wife could be unfaithful to him* The secrecy which
Parnell attempted to maintain about his relations with Mrs*
O'Shea seems to have been successful only with her husband*
His suspicions were several times aroused, but on each
occasion they were dispelled by the positive protestations of
Mrs* O'Shea and of Parnell himself* We shall be doing no
injustice to our intelligence, therefore, if we believe that
Captain O'Shea, though he sometimes had trouble in dis-
pelling his suspicions, remained unaware that his wife was
his chiefs mistress until the time when he instituted pro-
ceedings for divorce* His claims on ParnelTs gratitude for
political services were acknowledged by Mr* Chamberlain,
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